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High government and military officials are under investigation in connection with the discovery that
a notorious arms dealer had used a Honduran military base to store weapons and explosives and
ship them to customers around the world. Attorney General Edmundo Orellana called the matter
"one of the gravest we have known in recent years," because the country may have been used as a
"trampoline" for arms trafficking. Some US$6.4 million worth of arms, ammunition, and explosives
enough to supply an army were confiscated by Criminal Court Judge Nelson Lopez on Jan. 5 at a
military installation at Naco, in Cortes department near San Pedro Sula.
An Armed Forces spokesperson said the stockpile had been stored for 10 years and had been
legally acquired through a contract with the Panamanian firm Longlac Enterprises, owned by Mario
Dellamico. Dellamico is a US citizen of Cuban extraction who has been linked to admitted terrorist
Luis Posada Carriles (see NotiCen, 08/13/98). Dellamico reportedly supplied arms to the US-backed
contra forces attempting to overthrow the Sandinista regime in Nicaragua in the 1980s. He has also
been accused of participating in a bombing attempt against former Honduran president Roberto
Carlos Reina (1994-1998) in 1997 (see NotiCen, 01/29/98).
The arms stockpile came to light in early December when Alfredo Landaverde, then a member
of the junta overseeing the transfer of the police from military to civilian control (see NotiCen,
09/25/97), alleged that Dellamico was arranging to sell some of the arms to the police. Enrique
Ortez Colindres, former advisor to Reina and legal advisor to Longlac Enterprises, admitted he was
involved in the deal, acting as intermediary between Dellamico and Longlac. When the arms were
seized, investigators found the inventory did not coincide with the arms listed in the contract. The
arms in storage included AK-47s, anti-aircraft guns, and other military weapons and explosives.
Investigators reported that an internal military document showed that then Armed Forces chief
Humberto Regalado Hernandez signed an agreement with Longlac in 1988 by which the arms would
be consigned to the military and stored at the Naco site. The military would have the option to buy
from the storehouse, and Longlac would sell from it to third parties. Longlac sold to Guatemala,
Jamaica, Portugal, the former Czechoslovakia, the former Yugoslavia, the US, and irregular military
forces in Africa and Central America, investigators said.
Military documents also showed that then president Jose Azcona (1986-1990) approved the
arrangement with Longlac, but Azcona has since denied signing any such agreement. Honduran
prosecutors are investigating the possible participation of Armed Forces and government officials in
the Reina administration and in previous administrations.
The chief prosecutor in San Pedro Sula, Erasmo Jimenez, speculated that the arms may have
eventually been sold to organized crime and asked for a court investigation of former chiefs of the
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Armed Forces, current Armed Forces chief Gen. Mario Hung Pacheco, commander of the Naco
facility Francisco Guevara, as well as Ortez Colindres. Judge Lopez noted that some storage boxes
were empty and suggested that the arms had been taken by criminal groups or by private security
firms run by retired military officers.
Military officers could be tried for treason Dagoberto Mejia of the attorney general's office said
military officers could be charged with abuse of power and terrorism against the state because the
arms were hidden and the inventories unregistered. The military is not permitted to store weapons
belonging to arms traffickers, he said.
The military's response to the revelations has been varied. While the military had wanted to sell the
arms to the police, the case's lead prosecutor Clovis Morales said the battalion commander at Naco,
Col. Benjamin Arriaza, claimed he knew nothing about the stored arms.
The commander of the brigade at San Pedro Sula said he knew about the arms and did not see that
any crime had been committed. The Armed Forces had been safeguarding the arms to prevent them
from falling into criminal hands, he said.
Armed Forces spokesman Mario Villanueva said the agreement signed by Regalado Hernandez
protected the military from culpability. Hung Pacheco argued the 1988 agreement "was part of the
Cold War agreements, which is why we have the arms in our keeping. I don't see what the problem
is." Hung Pacheco said he would order an investigation, but to date, the attorney general has
received no report from him. "Honduras is no longer the same country it was in the 1980s, and we
are going to enforce the law and the rule of law," said Mejia. (Sources: Notimex, 12/01/98, 12/05/98;
Inter Press Service, 01/06/99; Spanish news service EFE, 01/09/99)
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